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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

Weaving as Memory

Threads of Identity approaches weaving as more than a traditional craft; itis a
form of memory, carrying within its threads the history of a place, the imprint of

the hand, and knowledge passed down from one generation to another.

The programme aims to provide artists with an opportunity to explore traditional
Bahraini weaving techniques, tools, and history, and to reinterpret them through
their contemporary artistic practices. Through collaboration between artists, the
weaving instructor, and the curators, the programme moves from learning and
observation to experimentation and, ultimately, the production of artworks pre-

sented in a final exhibition.

ALBAREH ART SPACE - THREADS OF IDENTITY - PROGRAMME 2026



WORKING PROCESS

The Artist's Working Process

Each artist will produce one textile-based artwork, in collaboration with the
craftsperson, at a scale determined by the artist. The process begins with weav-
ing the piece on the traditional loom, after which the artist completes the work
through their own artistic approach. This may include the addition of fabric
pieces, crochet, embroidery, dyeing, or other available materials such as ropes,

various types of yarn, and natural or synthetic materials.

The loom-based production stage will run over ten consecutive days, from 20 to
29 September 2026. Artists will work in five groups of two, with each pair work-
ing side by side on the loom for two days, from 4:00 to 9:00 PM each day, under

the instructor’s guidance and supervision.

As the project is funded, artists may request the materials required for their work

directly from the instructor in advance.
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PROGRAMME

The Programme at a Glance

12 SEPTEMBER 2026

Research Visit to Bani Jamra Textile Factory and Artists’ Meeting

13-17 SEPTEMBER 2026

From Concept to Design

20-29 SEPTEMBER 2026

From Design to Loom

30 SEPTEMBER - 7 OCTOBER 2026

Completing the Artworks and Exhibition Preparation

8 OCTOBER 2026

Exhibition Installation

11-29 OCTOBER 2026

Final Exhibition: Threads of Identity
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STAGE ONE

Research Visit to Bani Jamra Textile Factory
and Artists’ Meeting

12 SEPTEMBER 2026 - 4:00 PM

* Introduction to Threads of Identity, including its concept, objectives, stages, and

expected outcomes.

e |ntroduction to the instructor and curators, with an overview of their roles and the

working process.

e Presentation of the overall theme and an initial discussion of the artists’ ideas and

approaches.

* Introduction to the instructor’s experience in weaving and an exploration of the

traditional loom and weaving tools.

* Exploration of different materials and yarns, their uses, and their potential applica-

tions within contemporary artworks.

e Understanding the possibilities, techniques, and limitations of the loom in produc-

ing contemporary artworks.

* Discussing how the artists’ ideas and concepts can be translated into woven art-

works.
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STAGE TWO

From Concept to Design

13-17 SEPTEMBER 2026

A period of individual research and reflection during which each artist returns to

their own artistic practice and begins developing the concept for their work.

This stage includes
* Defining the concept of the artwork.
e Developing an initial design.

e |dentifying the proposed materials, colours, and techniques, and submitting
requests for the required materials to the instructor during this period.

e Exploring the relationship between the artist’s practice and the weaving tech-
nique.

* Preparing an initial concept suitable for discussion and implementation.

Design Review and Consultation

Throughout the research period, artists may consult with the instructor and cura-
tors and submit their initial designs through the most suitable means, including
meetings, email, or WhatsApp, prior to commencing production. The consulta-

tion process will include:

* Presenting ideas and initial designs.
* Discussing technical feasibility.

* Suggesting necessary technical adjustments.

Identifying suitable materials and techniques for each artwork.

Developing an individual working plan for each artist.
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STAGE THREE

From Design to Loom

20-29 SEPTEMBER 2026

This stage focuses on translating the artists’ concepts and designs into woven
artworks. The ten artists will work in five groups, with two artists in each group,
working side by side on the loom under the guidance and supervision of the

instructor.

Each group will work for two days, with five hours per day, from 4:00 to 9:00 PM,

to develop and execute their concepts through the weaving process.

Group Schedule

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3 GROUP 4 GROUP 5

20-21 Sep 22-23 Sep 24-25 Sep 26-27 Sep 28-29 Sep
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STAGE FOUR

Completing the Artworks and Exhibition
Preparation

30 SEPTEMBER - 7 OCTOBER 2026

Avrtists will have from 30 September to 7 October 2026 to make final additions
and adjustments to their works and complete any elements requiring further

development before exhibition.

This stage includes

* Finishing touches and detailing.

Additions and modifications.

Reviewing the presentation and display of each artwork.

Preparing the artworks for exhibition.

Coordinating with the curators on the final presentation.

Submitting the artist statement and artwork information.

Delivering the completed artworks by 7 October 2026.
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8 OCTOBER 2026

Exhibition Installation

Installation of the artworks, preparation of the exhibition spaces, and completion of the

final presentation details.

SUNDAY 11 - THURSDAY 29 OCTOBER 2026

FINAL EXHIBITION

Threads of Identity

The programme concludes with an exhibition featuring the work of the ten partici-
pating artists. The exhibition presents weaving not as a craft confined to the past, but
as an open space for experimentation and for rethinking identity, memory, and place

through contemporary artistic practice.
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